
ABOUT BELLALUNA
BellaLuna, Italian for “beautiful moon”, is an interactive theatre company that raises physical comic
performance to its fullest potential in a variety of unique venues.  We create original work drawing
inspiration from Commedia Dell' Arte, physical theatre and current affairs.  Our mandate is to produce
entertaining work that transcends language barriers while striving to experiment with, and challenge the
audience to engage in the performance.

THE NAME

BellaLuna had its beginnings in and around the late 90’s when Susan Bertoia was approached by Vancouver’s
Italian community to help produce more Italian language Theatre. The name was an inspiration from an
American/Italian film “Moonstruck” in which the grandfather takes his dogs out for a walk on a ‘crazy’ night,
and as he looks up at the full moon (his hand raised in the gesture to signify $#%&), he says ‘Ma che bella
luna!’ (My, what a beautiful moon). It stuck.

BellaLuna has gestures for every occasion and the idea of being a bit ‘mad’ when there is a full moon often
parallels the life of a theatre artist.

THE WORK

While primarily focused on the lively form of traditional Italian mask theatre Commedia Dell' Arte, BellaLuna
also endeavors to push the boundaries of physical theatre in a modern setting, drawing on current events,
comedy and the impulse of the audience on any given night.

BellaLuna strives to mingle the Excitement of 'Cirque Du Soleil', the Satire of 'This Hour Has 22 Minutes' and
the Spice in a great plate of Spaghetti Puttanesca.

Traditionally, the crowd-pleasing Commedia troupes played to thousands, relying on their exceptional
physical skills, quick comic timing, and sharp satiric wit to bring familiar, broad characters to ebullient life.
BellaLuna welcomes you to join with us in honouring that tradition.

THE PEOPLE

Through BellaLuna’s various incarnations, there have been many performers who have carried the BellaLuna
flag (literally).  Currently, the core ensemble of performers consist of Susan Bertoia (Artistic Director &
Performer), Stefano Giulianetti (Managing Director & Performer), Marco Soriano (Movement Director &
Performer), and Louis Chirillo (Musical Director & Performer).

Past players have included Aaron Freschi, Sabrina DiFonzo, Tamara McCarthy, Andrew Olwine, Laura DiCicco,
Gerald Vanderwoude, Beverly Bardal, Guy Fauchon and James Crescenzo.

For more info on the core ensemble, please visit www.bellaluna.ca.

BUT WAIT, WE ALSO TEACH WORKSHOPS

Performance may be our public expression, but we love to share our talents in the form of workshops,
lectures and translations.  For more info, please visit www.bellaluna.ca.


